August 27, 2026

Mayor and Council
City of Kelowna
1435 Water Street
Kelowna, B.C.				           

Dear Mayor Dyas and Members of Council,
Re: Transit Oriented Area (TOA) overlapping the Abbott Street Heritage Conservation Area (HCA)
Unfortunately, this issue is still unresolved from the community’s point-of-view, regardless of the recent correspondence from City Manager, Doug Gilchrist (dated Aug 4th, 2026), to Mayor and Council which stated: “No further action is envisioned. We will apply our current bylaws and policies in the area”.
The Province of BC, through the correspondence of Ministers Farnsworth and Boyle, have clearly reiterated that the City of Kelowna has the planning tools necessary and the jurisdiction, to protect the Abbott Street Heritage Conservation Area from six-story apartment buildings, land assemblies and the loss of the mature tree canopy. 
The community continues to hear from the Mayor and individual Council member that they support protecting Kelowna’s heritage resources, such as the Abbott Street Heritage Conservation Area, therefore, how is it that the City of Kelowna will not make the appropriate corrections to their own bylaws to protect the area?
We are requesting the following actions to resolve this:
1. Add an Interpretive Note to the OCP stating that heritage guidelines take precedence when the TOA overlaps the Heritage Conservation Area.
2. Amend the Official Community Plan to remove language that refers to the TOA in the HCA.
3. Amend the Zoning Bylaws to return the TOA area in the HCA to RU1.
4. Amend the Heritage Conservation Area Guidelines to remove TOA‑related language and restore the original height, massing, and character protections.
The above actions will resolve the inconsistency and will provide clarity for staff, applicants and residents to ensure that heritage protections remain clear and enforceable.
We respectfully ask Council to direct staff to prepare the necessary amendments.
Thank you for your attention, again, to this matter.
Sincerely, 

Concerned resident and friend of the Abbott Street Heritage Conservation Area
